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Study of Renewal 
Area Land Slated

Architectural 
Awards Lunch 
Set Tomorrow

Land Next to 
Meadow Park 
Project Target

INSPECT I)\MA(.K . . . Dr. Harold Klonerky. as- 
sjslHtil principal al Torrnnre High School, and How 
ard Towle,   physic*! education instructor and fo«t- 
ball roach, Inspect damage lo the roof of (he Ruts' 
(iymnasiuni following   fire over the weekend. The

fire, believed lo have been deliberately set. burned 
away about a third ol the roof. Damage h.is been 
estimated al from s±".,«NH( to S.VI.INHI by Torranre 
firrfifhlers. The bla/e broke out shortly after mid 
night Friday. (Prtss-llernld Photo by Hal Fisher)

Arson S

Damage May Hit $50,000
A major fire In (he Boys' 

Gymnasium at Torrance 
High School is believed by 
Torrance Fire Department 
officials to have been delib 
erately set, the Press-Herald 
has learned.

The blaze, which erupted 
shortly after midnight Fri 
day, destroyed a third of the 
gymnasium, r e s u 11 i n g in 
damage of from 125.000 to 
$50.000.

Cause of the fire Is still 
under investigation, th e 
Tress-Herald was told yes 
terday Fircfightlng officials 
have eliminated electrical 
shorts and related causes. It 
was noted.

The officials said the 
fire was of an "incendiary 
nature," Some leads have 
been developed in the arson 
investigation, but no sus 
pects have been turned up. 
il was reported.

The fire completely burn 
ed away one-third of t h e 
roof. Heavy smoke and wa 
ter damage also was report 
ed. A 55-by.30.foot bole was 
left In the roof

Four engine companies, a 
ladder truck, and a salvage 
unit responded to the 12 41 
a.m. alarm, which was turn 
ed in by James Lockner, a 
Torrance High School teach

er Lockner had returned to 
the campus lo pick up some 
materials when he discover 
ed the fire.

Dr. Carl Ahce. princii I. 
and Dr. J. H. Hull, superin 
tendent of schools, were on 
the scene.

  * *

FIREFIGIITKR.S said the 
fire was confined to t h e 
roof. However, smoke col 
lected befveen the main 
roof and the drop ceiling 
which required some time 
to clear.

Football uniforms and 
other equipment also was 
damaged, it was reported.

The fire occurred about 
two hours after a football 
game between Torrance 
High and Pales Vcrdes had 
ended The game, which 
ended in a 6-6 tie, was play 
ed al the Torrance High 
Stadium some four or five 
blocks from the school

Owners and designers of 
11 outstanding buildings in 
the city will be honored to 
morrow at the annual Archi 
tectural Merit Awards 
luncheon of the Torrance 
Area Chamber of Com 
merce.

Announcement of the 
award winners will be made 
at the luncheon, to be held 
at the I'lush Horse Restau 
rant. 1700 S. Pacific Coast 
Hwy. Rcdondo Beach.

W i 11 i a m R. Burchficld. 
chairman of the Chamber's 
Architectural Awards Com 
mittee, will preside at t h e 
luncheon.

FKATIRFI) speaker at 
the luncheon will be Ki Sub 
I'ark, vice president of Vic 
tor Gruen Associates of Los 
Angeles. Park, a noted ar 
chitect and city planner, 
will discuss "Community 
Planning — Its Problems 
and Challenges."

"The motivation behind 
these awards is to stimu 
late the community to im 
prove itself architecturally 
and make Torrance a bet 
ter city," Burchficld. a Tor 
rance architect, commented.

"The selections made this 
year arc based upon good 
architectural planning, land, 
scaping, and building and 
grounds maintenance, and 
how well t h e particular 
structure blends into and 
improves the surrounding 
area," Rurchfield added

Goals Committee Formed 
To Develop Master Plan

Members of the City 
Council subcommittee on 
city planning goals h a v v 
come up with an elaborate 
plan for arriving at a final 
master plan for the city.

Meeting Friday, the three- 
man subcommittee, compos 
ed of Di Donald K Wilson, 
chairman, and Mayor Albert 
Isen and Councilman Jay 
Beasley, decided to organize 
an executive research com 
mittee composed of top peo 
ple from business and in 
dustry.

This research committee 
would have access to detail 
ed information on develop 
ment trends in the area It 
would make its recommend 
ations to a goals committee 
composed of 125 local citi 
zens

TIIKSK 125 citizens have 
been tentatively selected.

The goals committee, in 
turn, will give its recom 
mendations to the current 
Citizens' Advisory Commit 
tee iCACi, which will ad 
vise the City Council and 
Planning Commission

A four man steering com 
mittee will oversee all these 
committee operations This 
committee is composed of 
Dr Wilson; George L. Lewi- 
son of the CAC. Robert 
Harris of the city's Plan 
ning Department; and Ken 
neth Uyeda of the Harming 
Commission.

* V *

PLANNING Director 
Charles Shartle said the 
master plan was originally 
slated for completion this 
spring. However, he now 
believes it will take some 
what longer

The proposed master plan 
would provide a detailed

formula for the develop 
ment of Torrance It would 
include such fioints as the 
percentage of multiple ver 
sus single family residences 
and high- and low • priced 
housing.

Community desires con 
cerning open space and rec 
reational facilities, city 
landscaping, the balance be 
tween residential and com 
mercial, flood control, 
schools, and sewer systems 
Mould be a few of many as- 
l>ects covered in the matter 
plan.

The question of a 
general plan had been con 
sidered by a low . priority 
item until last July, when 
City Councilmen decided to 
shift the program into high 
gear.

Two full • time planners 
are currently working on 
the plan.

\Ve feel that the indi 
viduals and organizations re 
sponsible for these esthetk 
contributions to our city are 
especially deserving of this 
recognition," he explained.

Two Torrance firms were 
honored earlier this year by 
the Los Angeles Beautiful 
Commission. Awards for ar 
chitectural design were 
made to Bullock's Fashion 
.Square and lo Harper of 
California, a manufacturing 
firm located in the city's 
Central Manufacturing Dis 
trict

Tomorrow's awards lunch 
eon is open to the publi?.

Accident 
Blamed on 
Hecklers

A earful of young heck 
lers is thought to have con 
tributed to a traffic accident 
Sunday night on Maple Av 
enue near Sepulveda Bou 
levard.

Urry S. I'atrich. 17, of 
20819 S Dalton Ave . told 
police he bolted his car out 
of a service station and 
smashed into a power pole 
and a cllv sign pole about 
10 p.m. He said he was try 
ing to elude a group of 
teenagers who had been ha 
rassing him.

I'atrich sustained a lip 
laceration and several brok 
en teeth. poli-e said.

Also Injured were passen 
gers Susan Busseyl 16 ol 
I ii<M> W. 203rd St. who suf 
fered a severe thigh laccr- 
.• »">• Frank Hszanskas, 17. 

1273 (Miner Av . who 
i on-plained of head pain* 
ami Theresa Stickler. 16 <>( 
IHI7 \V 204th St. who *u< 
tamed a mouth laceration, 
a iMissihl* fractured nosr, 
and injured teeth.

Mail Box

City Counnlmen last night 
voted to make a study of 
a largo undeveloped area 
Just north of the city's Mea 
dow Park Urban Renewal 
project. Councilmen hope 
that such a study will reveal 
a practical solution for zon- 
inc problem- in the area and 
prevent blight.

The study area, located 
near the corner of Haw 
thorne and Lonuia Boule 
vards is of particular Impor 
tance due to its strategic lo 
cation near the renewal 
area, which will he the sil« 
of .1 modern industrial park, 
and the Torranre Memorial 
Hospital and a ma;or medi 
cal center, now going up.

In a communique to thi* 
council, top citv manaije- 
mcnt officials said. I* is our 
wo'ry thai this area, outsid-1 
of the llnwthorne Boulevard 
and Lonuta Boulevard front 
ages, is going to develop in 
a substandard manner. It 
will he especially noticeable 
when the Mea'low Park proj 
ect i* finished

"THE VALl'K of the sub- 
ject properly will be greatly 
enhanced bv the redevelop 
ment project At the same 
time, there will Iv no public 
improvements and no sensi 
ble integrated plan of devel 
opment for the arr-a. As a 
result, it Is likely to develop 
prematurely into a .slun>."

The basic problem, coun 
cilrnen were told, is the lack 
of public improvements in 
the area. Except for Haw 
thorne. Ix>mlta. and 2.16th 
Street, there are no im 
proved streets In the area 
Tli-re are no sewers or 
storm drains.

The «ize of the lots is n

complicating factor, council- 
men were told Most of the 
area wa- subdivided many 
years ago into lots 30 feet by 
126 feet Most of the interior 
property is zined for light 
manufacturing tM-li

• • »
MANAGEMENT official! 

believe that the property 
cannet he satisfactorily de 
veloped for V-l uses with 
out an assembly of two or 
more lots in each case.

Charles Shartlr. city plan 
ning director, has attempted 
lo get the various owners 
together to redivirie or as 
semble the tot*, but he was 
unsuccessful due to the mul 
tiplicity of owners, council- 
men learned.

Delving Into this problem 
will be a committee com- 
posed of City Manager Ed 
ward J. Ferraro. City Attor 
ney Stanley Rem"Imeyer. 
and members of the council 
and the city Planning Com 
mission.

• • •
IN Fl'RTIIKR action, the 

council:
• Unanimously denied a 

request for variance to allow 
the ooeration of a beer bar 
at 3703 W 190ih St. Owner* 
of the abandoned structure 
formerly known as "Th« 
Hut" desired to reopen their 
establishment

• Cranted a conditional 
use p.-rnui 10 allow the op 
eration of the "Open Hearth" 
a< a cocktail lounge with a 
general liquor sales license

• Approved a conditional 
use permit to allow construc 
tion of a billboard west of 
Crenshaw Boulevard ISO 
feet north of Del A mo Boule 
vard, subject to staff ap 
proval

Ci

THOUGHTFUL . . . Karen Duihan, a student at 
Hikhop Montgomery IliKh School, pensively studien 
her tvork while on 4 skelcliini; dn> for the I'nilcd 
Crusade Catholic Art contest. Students from all 
Catholic Ilich Schools were invited to spend a dav 
at Murvvale in Sun (iabriel, a tinted YVav agent.\. 
Sketches are Iht-n translated into any art medium 
and the winner receives H trophy and scholarship 
lo the Art (enter College ol Design. Pii/cs arc 
sponsored by the Southern California Knighls »f 
Columbus.

Misdemeanor hit • run 
charges were lodged against 
a San Pedro man early Sun 
dav after he allegedly 
smashed the glass window 
of a beauty salon and mow 
ed down a mail box with 
his car

Arrested at 4 20 a m at 
L'42nd Street and Haw 
thorne Boulevard was Rich 
ard J Downing, 30, who is 
accused of fleeing the 
scene of the two mishaps 
before police reports could 
be taken

Damaged were the win 
dow of Tress Affaire Beauty 
Salon 3803 Pacific Coast 
Hwy.. and a post office box 
at the corner of Pacific 
Coast Highway and Neece 
Avenue.

Torrance .Alan Rescued - - -
Two men. our of Ihem from Turianre, \\rtt 

rescued .Monday from I he l.os Angelet Padre* 
Nnlioiinl Fort-si after Ihrir liebl plan.- mad.   
forced liinilinc. Rescued liy n l.os Aiu'Hr\ I'lr* 
Department hi licopier were Irving Trunk, 13, 
of 2111:1 \V. (arson St., Mini Holt FiUsimmons,  '(", 
of Wrst l.os Angeles. Trunk w«s Ihr pilot of lh» 
plane, which reportedly v\as forced down l>t a 
downdraft. Trunk mid KiUslmmons Iff! a note 
on Ihr pliinr and Irfl lo find lirlp. Tlir> weio 
picked up by UK heliropier In H nrnrli) urea. 
Neither man was injured.

(•aidena Soldier Killed - - -
A (.urdcii-t soldirr was lisled this mnrnint; 

us killed in action in Vietnam. The Department 
of Defense identified him MS fir. Kennelh F. 
Ybarra son of M. nod Mrs. Theodore II Vluirra 
o| |!H>7 \V. I I7lh SI Mr \\as one of five Southern 
< ttliforninns reported killed Ibis week.

Hurtrlars Take (iuns, Coins---
Burglar* broke into l\vo Torrancc homes 

late yesterday, escaping uillt more lh»n VMK) 
in e >ods Konuld <i Carson, 27, ol 37 In W. lie- 
dondo lieaih Blvd., Apt. A, lold polite two rifle* 
mid two shotguns were l»ken from his apart- 
mi-lit, alonn with a set of golf rliihs. The hurflar 
twisted   door knob to gain eiilrame, polite said. 
The theft occurred between I Mild litl'i pin., it 
was reported. Coin* valued al XIIMI wete taken 
from Hie home of James II. llurchiere. .11', *t 
.VIM Paseo de lu Playa between !l and II ».m. 
H u re hie re. a coin dealer, s.nd the coins nilijfcd 
Iron) pennies lo half-dollar*.


